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1. 	Read the following passage and answer the 
questions that follow : 

My first such meeting took place in a high school 
in Tripura. It was a gathering of 500 students 
and teachers. After my talk on the second vision 
for transforming India into a developed nation, 
there were a series of questions, two of which I 
would like to discuss. The first question was : 
'Where do we get a role model from, how do you 
get a role model ?' 

Whether we are aware of it or not, from childhood 
onwards, through various phases of life, we adopt 
role models. I said, 'When you are growing up, 
say till the age of fifteen, the best role model I can 
think of would be your father, your mother and 
your schoolteacher.' They, to my mind, are the 
people who can impart the best guidance during 
this period. I turned to the teachers and parents 
present there and told them what a big 
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responsibility they have. I personally believe the 
full development of a child with a value system 
can only come from these people. In my own 
home, when I was growing up, I used to see my 
father and mother say namaz five times a day, 
and in spite of their modest financial resources, I 
found them always giving to the needy around. 
My teacher, Siva subramania Iyer, was 
responsible for persuading my father to send me 
to school setting aside financial constraints. It is 
very important for every parent to be willing to 
make the effort to guide children to be good human 
beings - enlightened and hard-working. The 
teacher, the child's window to learning and 
knowledge, has to play the role model in 
generating creativity in the child. This triangle is 
indeed the real role model I can think of. I would 
even go to the extent of saying that if parents and 
teachers show the required dedication to shape 
the lives of the young, India would get a new life. 
As it is said : Behind the parents stands the school 
and behind the teacher the home. Education and 
the teacher-student relationship have to be seen 
not in business terms but with the nation's growth 
in mind. A proper education would help nurture 
a sense of dignity and self-respect among our 
youth. These are qualities no law can enforce -
they have to be nurtured ourselves. 

The children enjoyed this answer though I don't 
know whether the parents and teachers got the 
message. 

(From Ignited Minds by Prof. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam) 
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(a) Where was the venue of the meeting ? 	1 

(b) What do you think was the occasion ? Why 	2 
do you think so ? 

(c) What topic did Prof. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam 	1 
choose to speak on ? 

(d) According to Prof. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam who 	1 
is the best role model for the students till 
the age of fifteen ? 

(e) Fill in the blanks. 	 5 

(i) Despite A.P.J. Abdul Kalam's parents 
financial constraints, they helped the 

(ii) His teacher Siva Subramania Iyer 
persuaded his father to send him to 

(iii) 	 is the child's window to 
knowledge. 

(iv) A 	  would help the 
students nurture the qualities of 
dignity and self-respect. 

(v) The primary responsibility of parents 
is to help children become 

2. 	Write a paragraph on any one of the following : 10 

(a) Medical camps help to spread awareness on 
health issues. 

(b) Should parents interfere in your choice of 
career ? 
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3. 	Write an application letter for the post of Assistant 
Manager in a commercial organisation. Also 
enclose your CV. 	 5+5=10 

OR 
Imagine a situation where you have received a 
letter from G.M. Modi Hospital, Saket, saying that 
you have been selected for the job you applied 
for. Write a letter accepting the offer. 

	

4. 	What are the different stages in writing Formal 	5 
Reports ? 

	

5. 	What are the basic skills required for effective 	5 
communication ? 

	

6. 	Correct the errors in the following sentences : 	5 

(a) She bares her miseries with patience. 
(b) My father, who was a candidate for a 

assembly seat, did not canvass vigorously. 
(c) The district of Raipur is contagious to the 

western border of Odisha. 
(d) Everyone loved Gandhiji for his childish 

simplicity. 
(e) The cast system has done enough harm to 

the society. 

	

7. 	Fill in the blanks with suitable prepositions : 	5 

(a) She sold the furniture 	auction. 

(b) It becomes cooler 	 dawn. 

(c) Captain Mohanty shot the tiger 	 
a gun. 

(d) He distributed the books 	 poor 
children. 

(e) She cut the bread 	 a knife. 
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8. Match the words in column 'A' with their 	5 
antonyms in column 'B'. 

'A' 	 'B' 

enthusiasm 	reveal 

conceal 	 effect 

cause 	 obscure 

famous 	 certain 

doubtful 	 indifference 

9. Match the words in column 'A' with their 	5 
synonyms in column 'B'. 

'A' 	 'B' 

Abundance 	Prejudice 

bias 	 prudent 

wise 	 harsh 

severe 	 distinctive 

unique 	 plenty 

10. Make a summary of the following passage and 10 
supply a suitable title. 

English language public instruction began in India 
in the 1830s during the rule of the East India 
Company (India was then, and is today, one of 
the most linguistically diverse regions of the world. 
In 1837, English replaced Persian as the official 
language of the Company. Lord Macaulay played 
a major role in introducing English and western 
concepts to education in India. He supported the 
replacement of Persian by English as the official 
language, the use of English as the medium of 
instruction in all schools, and the training of 
English-speaking Indians as teachers. 
Throughout the 1840s and 1850s, primary- 
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middle- and high schools were opened in many 
districts of British India, with most high schools 
offering English language instruction in some 
subjects. In 1857, just before the end of Company 
rule, universities modelled on the University of 
London and using English as the medium of 
instruction were established in Bombay, Calcutta 
and Madras. During subsequent Crown Rule in 
India, or the British Raj, lasting from 1858 to 1947, 
English language penetration increased 
throughout India. This was driven in part by the 
gradually increasing hiring of Indians in the civil 
services. At the time of India's independence in 
1947, English was the only functional lingua 
franca in the country. 

After Indian Independence in 1947, Hindi was 
declared the first official language, and attempts 
were made to declare Hindi the sole national 
language of India. Due to protests from Tamil 
Nadu and other non-Hindi-speaking states, it was 
decided to temporarily retain English for official 
purposes until at least 1965. By the end of this 
period, however, opposition from non-Hindi 
states was still too strong to have Hindi declared 
the sole language. With this in mind, the English 
Language Amendment Bill declared English to be 
an associate language "until such time as all 
non-Hindi States had agreed to its being 
dropped." This has never occurred, as English is 
now reckoned as all but indispensable. For 
instance, it is the only reliable means of 
day-to-day communication between the central 
government and the non-Hindi states. 
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