
P.T.O.

������� DC – 024

II Year B.A. (DCC) Examination, January 2018
(2014-15 and Onwards) (F+R)

OPTIONAL ENGLISH – II
British Literature, American Literature and Facets of Language

Time : 3 Hours Max. Marks : 100

Instructions : 1) Answer all the questions.
2) Mention the question numbers correctly.

SECTION – A

I. Annotate any three of the following : (3×5=15)

a) Ring out the thousand years of peace,

Ring in the valiant man and free

The larger heart, the kindlier hand;

Ring out the darkness of the land,

Ring in the Christ that is to be.

b) And thus we sit together now,

And all night long we have not stirred,

And yet God has not said a word !

c) And I keep hearing from the cellar bin

The rumbling sound

Of load on load of apples coming in.

d) If my children ask me, Daddy, please explain

Why a Jim crow stations for the Freedom Train ?

What shall I tell my children ?

You tell me, cause freedom ain’t freedom when a man ain’t free.

e) You may shoot me with your words,

you may cut me with your eyes,

you may kill me with your hatefulness,

But still like air, I’ll rise.
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SECTION – B
(Poetry)

II. Answer any one of the following : (1×15=15)

i) How does Hopkins’ poem ‘Thou Art Indeed...’ bring out the poet’s desperation
at his poetic aridity ?

ii) How does Auden’s ‘Shield of Achilles’ become a symbol of art which reflects
the life and culture of the times ?

iii) How does the poem ‘Freedom Train’ bring out the poet’s awareness of the
harsh reality and also the hopes of the Afro-Americans ?

OR

iv) Write short notes on any three of the following : (3×5=15)

a) The evils that Tennyson wants to be rooted out in the new year.

b) Reasons for Aurora’s refusal to accept Romney’s proposal in the poem
by Aurora Leigh.

c) Grief as a scale of measurement in the poem ‘I measure every...’

d) ‘Apple Picking’ as a metaphor for writing poetry.

e) Poetry as an actor in Wallace Stevens’ poem.

SECTION – C
(Novel)

III. Answer any one of the following : (1×15=15)

i) Discuss the influence of the women characters on the life of Coketown
society.

ii) Discuss Stephen Blackpool as a representative of the poor in Hard Times.

iii) The contrasting worlds of Gradgrind’s School and Sleary’s Circus function
as educational institutions for Fact and Fancy. Substantiate.

OR

iv) Write short notes on any three of the following : (3×5=15)

i) Mrs. Sparsit’s imaginary staircase

ii) Junior Tom Gradgrind

iii) Relationship between Rachel and Stephen

iv) The bank robbery

v) James Hawthorne.
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SECTION – D
(Drama)

IV. A) Answer any one of the following : (1×15=15)

a) Consider Glass Menagerie as a play based on the theme of illusion versus
reality.

b) Amanda’s hardship.

c) How is Tom’s desperation brought out in his fight with his mother in Part
I ScIII ?

OR

B) Write a short note on any three of the following : (3×5=15)

a) The photograph of Mr. Wingfield

b) The Unicorn

c) The Merchant Marine

d) Jim, the gentleman caller

e) The fire escape.

SECTION – E
(Essays and Short Stories)

V. A) Answer any one of the following : (1×15=15)

a) According to R. L. Stevenson idleness can be beneficial and educative.
Substantiate.

b) How does Grossbart misuse Marx’s goodness in ‘Defender of Faith’ ?

c) How does Frederick Douglas bring out the atrocious cruelty enacted upon
the slaves on the plantations ?

OR

B) Write a short note on any three of the following : (3×5=15)

a) Walter Bates

b) Eliot’s views on creativity

c) The trouble caused by Hooper’s veiled appearance at public places

d) Chief Seattle’s perception of the White man’s God

e) Thoreau’s experience in Jail.



SECTION – F
(Aspects of Language)

VI. Answer all questions :

1) What is discourse analysis ? 2

2) What is coherence ? Give an example. 3

3) Explain the phatic function of language. Give an example. 3

4) Mention any three features of the spoken mode of language. 2

5) Read the following passage and answer the question :

Chocolates

Next time you eat a piece of chocolate, you may not have to feel overly guilty

about it. Despite its bad reputation for causing weight gain, there are a number

of health benefits associated with this delicious treat.

Throughout the years, chocolate has been on the end of a lot of bad press

because of its fat content, and its consumption has been associated with

acne, obesity, high blood pressure, coronary artery disease and diabetes.

However, “the recent discovery of biologically active phenolic compounds in

cocoa has changed this perception and stimulated research on its effects in

aging, oxidative stress, blood pressure regulation, and atherosclerosis. Today,

chocolate is lauded for its tremendous antioxidant potential.” The potential

benefits of eating chocolate may include lowering cholesterol levels,

preventing cognitive decline and reducing the risk of cardiovascular problems.

It is important to note that the possible health benefits mentioned discuss

one-off studies and more evidence is required before the links can be said to

be conclusive.

A study published in The Journal of Nutrition was carried out to determine

whether chocolate bars containing plant sterols (PS) and cocoa flavanols

(CF) have any effect on cholesterol levels. The study, authors wrote “results

indicate that regular consumption of chocolate bars containing PS and CF

as part of a low-fat diet may support cardiovascular health by lowering

cholesterol and improving blood pressure.” In another study, scientists at

DC – 024 -4- �������



Harvard Medical School suggest that drinking two cups of hot chocolate a

day may help keep the brain healthy and prevent memory decline in older

people. The researchers said that hot chocolate can help preserve blood

flow in working areas of the brain. In a further study published in 2014,

researchers found that a cocoa extract – called lavado – may reduce or

block damage to nerve pathways found in patients with Alzheimer’s disease.

This means that symptoms of the condition – such as cognitive decline –

could be prevented.

a) What is the mode of the passage ? Give an example. 1

b) What is the domain of the passage ? 1

c) Identify the macro function of the passage. 1

d) Comment on the sentence structure of the passage. 1

e) Identify an example of 1

i) Referential function

ii) Metalinguistic function.

OR

Prabha : Hi Nisha. When did you come back from your vacation ?

Nisha : Good morning Prabha. Came back on Saturday.

Prabha : Hmm... came back in time for the reopening. So...how was it ?

Nisha : Oh ! It was a dream. The place... the weather ... the food... mmm...

just out of the world !

Prabha : Wow ! You must share the details with me. I too would love to

go to Goa with my family.

Nisha : Uh...well. Umm... we didn’t really plan much of anything in

advance.

Prabha : Really ? What do you mean ?

Nisha : You know, except for the train reservations to and fro we

pretty much took it one day at a time.
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Prabha : Wow ! That’s a great way to chill out... hmm ? No plan... no
agenda... no stress.

Nisha : Yes. Just refer to the Goa Tourism website. It is www.gogoa.com.
I strongly recommend it.

Prabha : Oh I will certainly do that.

Nisha : And leave the rest to what takes your fancy at the moment.

a) What is the mode of the passage ? Give an example. 1

b) What is the domain of the passage ? 1

c) Highlight the monitoring and interactional features of the passage. 1

d) Comment on the tenor of the passage. 1

e) Identify an example of : 1

i) Referential function

ii) Conative function.

6) Read the following poem/passage and answer the questions :

THE DOVE

I had a dove, and the sweet dove died;

And I have thought it died of grieving

O, what could it grieve for ? It was tied,

With a single thread of my own hand’s weaving

Sweet little red feet, why should you die ?

Why would you leave me, sweet bird, why ?

You lived alone on the forest tree,

Why, pretty thing ! could you not live with me ?

I kiss’d you oft and gave you white peas;

Why not live sweetly, as in the green trees ?

1) What is the theme of the poem ? 2

2) Pick an instance of alliteration in the poem. 2

3) Give an example of archaism used. 2

4) Identify an example of synecdoche in the poem. 2

5) Write a note on the poet’s use of pronoun in the poem. 2

OR
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Speech is a great blessing, but it can be a great curse, for while it helps us
to make our intentions and desires known to our fellows, it can also, if we
use it carelessly, make us completely misunderstood. A slip of the tongue,
the use of an unusual word, may create an enemy where we had hoped to
win a friend. Again, different classes of people use different vocabularies
and the ordinary speech of an educated man may strike an uneducated
listener as showing pride. Unwittingly, we may use a word which bears a
different meaning to our listeners from what it does to men of our own class.
Thus speech is not a gift to use lightly but one which demands careful
handling. Only a fool expresses himself alike to all conditions and kinds of
men.

1) What is the passage about ? 1

2) Give an example of synonym used in the passage. 2

3) Identify an instance of reference used in the passage. 2

4) Give two examples of cohesive devices used in the passage. 2

5) Is the relationship between the addressor and addressee formal or
informal ? Give reasons. 3

_______________________
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