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LITERARY CRITICISM 
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PART A — (10  2 = 20) 

Answer ALL questions. 

1. Why, according to Plato, poetry is not conducive to social 
morality? 

2. What are the six formative elements of a tragedy, according to 
Aristotle? 

3. Why does Sidney condemn modern tragedy? 

4. What does Sidney say about the use of far-fetched words and 
images by poets? 

5. What is Dryden's concept of poetic imitation? 

6. What does Dr. Johnson opine about the unity of action? 

7. What does Wordsworth say about the concept of poetic pleasure? 

8. What does Coleridge mean by ‘Secondary Imagination’? 

9. Why does Arnold call Gray as the scantiest and frailest of the 
classics in our poetry? 

10. What does Eliot mean by the sense of tradition? 

PART B — (5  5 = 25) 

Answer ALL questions. Choosing either (a) or (b). 

11. (a) Enumerate upon Horace's views oil plot. 

Or 

 (b) Examine Longinus’ views on the various Figures and their 
uses as illustrated in On the Sublime. 
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12. (a) What are Sidney's views on Plato's condemnation of poets? 

Or 

 (b) What is the function of poetry, according to Sidney? 

13. (a) How does Dryden demonstrate the superiority of English 
plays over the French plays? 

Or 

 (b) What are the faults of Shakespeare, according to  
Dr. Johnson? 

14. (a) Write a note on the genesis of Wordsworth's Preface to the 
Lyrical Ballads. 

Or 

 (b) Comment on Coleridge's views on Imagination and Fancy. 

15. (a) Write a note on Arnold's prescription of the Touchstone 
Method in criticism. 

Or 

 (b) Why does Eliot conclude that poetry as escape from 
personality? 

PART C — (3  10 = 30) 

Answer any THREE questions 

16. Discuss Aristotle's definition of plot and its wholeness. 

17. Sidney's An Apology for Poetry is a rejoinder to Gosson’s "School 
of Abuse." -Discuss. 

18. To what extend Dryden's Essay of Dramatic Poesy can be read 
as a dialogue sustained by persons of several opinions. 

19. How does Wordsworth's Preface to the Lyrical Ballads reflect the 
Romantic creed? 

20. How does Arnold explain that poetry is an `impassioned 
expression' in “The Study of Poetry”?  
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